
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



9 8 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. X. 

need, we are told, of contemporary philosophy is a true spiritualism as dis- 
tinguished from idealism. The central fact of our moral nature is a will 
free to obey an obligatory law. 

W. G. Smith. 

Le probleme de la memoire : essai de psycho-mechanique. Par Paul 

Sollier. Paris, Felix Alcan ; New York, The Macmillan Co., 1900. 

— pp. 218. 

The problem of memory presents itself to Sollier as a physical problem, 
a matter of cerebral mechanics, of the physical processes underlying reten- 
tion, reproduction, and recognition. His materials for solving the problem 
(better, for outlining a solution, since a complete theory is not attempted) 
the author draws from the Flechsig scheme of localization, and from mental 
pathology — chiefly aphasia and hysteria. The logic of the book is an argu- 
ment from analogy. Hypothetical processes, analogous to the conduction, 
accumulation, and discharge of electricity are posited by way of explanation 
of various aspects of memory. An hypothetical force plays between recep- 
tive centers and a perceptive, intellectual, memorial center. The common 
perceptive center lies in the frontal lobes. If the force is directed toward 
this * higher ' center, perception arises, if away from it, memory. 

The conception is a bold one and it is ingeniously carried out. One 
may well ask, however, whether its success is possible without more ade- 
quate physiological knowledge. We are just beginning to know the fine 
anatomy of the brain. Surely an attempt at its physiology is much more 
likely to bring results, than is speculation concerning physical forces of 
whose existence we are ignorant. Again, something more than Flechsig' s 
associational psychology is needed as a basis for a psychophysics of mem- 
ory. Until we come to know, by way of rigid analysis, what the contents 
of the normal, memorial consciousness are, it is useless to bother about the 
underlying physiological processes. The psychology of memory is plainly 
undervalued in the work before us. In fact, the book is written from the 
alienist's standpoint rather than from that of the psychologist. The author's 
real misapprehension of things mental comes out in the very last paragraph, 
where he declares that "at bottom, the problem of the mind is probably 

one of physics and mechanics." 

I. M. Bentley. 

Socrate. Par Clodius Piat. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1900. — pp. 270. 

This is the first of a series of handbooks on the Great Philosophers, pre- 
pared under the general direction of M. Piat, and planned to include similar 
volumes on the epoch-makers in philosophy, Kant, Saint Anselme, Saint 
Augustine, Descartes, Avicenna, Malebranche, Saint Thomas d Aquin, 
Spinoza, and a number of other philosophers of lesser importance. It is a 
point worth noting that the editor-in-chief is a Catholic, an abb£, and pro- 
fessor in the Fxole des Carmes, and that the thinkers who assist him in this 



No. i.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 99 

work are also Catholics, occupying various positions in the church and its 
schools. This fact is indicative of the growth of liberalism among the 
churchmen of the Continent. It is the old story of Athens which M. Piat 
tells — a story which is ever new in power to interest, and so important in the 
making of the western world that it cannot be told too often. Here it is 
told with all the subtle charm of French prose, and with no trace of preju- 
dice. It is the purpose of each of the volumes of this series to present the 
thought and influence of the thinker which it treats, rather than the man 
himself, and the editor has requested his co-laborers, so the announcement 
tells us, to avoid technicalities of language, and in so far as possible to 
humanize this most human science. A work on Socrates must of necessity 
follow the beaten path. It is a well-known country through which our 
guide would lead us, and there is little which he can do but put the old 
familiar facts in new and more dramatic form. For students this is the chief 
value of M. Fiat's book. He gives careful attention to the social situation 
out of which Socrates grew ; he describes, in so far as it can be described, 
the youth of the world-forming sage ; he pictures the labors of the preceptor 
of Athens, and then he turns to a discussion of the Socratic doctrine. M. 
Piat's discussion of the aim of Socrates, and of the methods by which he 
sought to realize this aim, are particularly full and satisfactory. I find 
nothing to criticise in them and much to commend. Full attention is given, 
in the discussion of the Socratic ethics, to the fact that Socrates wrought a 
revolution by generalizing the practice of 'the common man.' The re- 
ligious character of the master, possibly the most commonly neglected 
aspect of his life, is here carefully treated. The book closes with a brief 
discussion of the influence of Socrates. Into the pedantry of Socrates, 
of Xenophon, or of Plato, M. Piat does not go. His aim is not to criticise, 
but merely to present in outline the well-established facts of the master's 
life and mission. This task he has performed acceptably. The volumes of 
this series will be of service rather by extending philosophic knowledge than 
by increasing it, and to this end they are designed. Yet certain volumes of 
the series will be eagerly awaited by scholars, especially those on Male- 
branche and the other French philosophers, while the Avicenna of Baron 
Carra de Vaux will be most welcome. 

Ernest Carroll Moore. 
University of California. 

The Spiritual Life ; Studies in the Science of Religion. By George A. 

Coe. New York, Eaton and Mains, 1900. — pp. 260. 

This volume contains both a contribution to the psychology of religion, and 
an attempt to apply these psychological results to the normative problems 
which arise in the study of religion. Since the burden of the book is the val- 
uation of certain current concepts of spirituality, it has a philosophical as well 
as a psychological interest. Unfortunately, criticism is made somewhat dif- 
ficult by the decidedly practical tone of the book, and one is uncertain 



